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National Student Clearinghouse to develop research system

Washington Business Journal - by Tierney Plumb Staff Reporter

The National Student Clearinghouse scored a $2.9 million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to develop the first
nationwide high school research and reporting system.

The Herndon-based nonprofit said the system will enable participating high schools in all 50 states to better assess the academic success
of their students after graduation.

The clearinghouse, founded in 1993, provides 3,200 U.S. postsecondary institutions and more than 1,600 high schools with educational
verification and research services.

The new system, an upgraded version of its StudentTracker for High Schools service, will give policymakers and educators a tool to
uniformly measure the performance of the secondary schools to make decisions on policy and program improvements.

Over the next year, the clearinghouse will partner with a few states to conduct data-matching tests, redesign reports, develop new analysis
tools and get user feedback.

“Most high schools and school districts have no way of tracking their students from graduation through college enroliment and
completion,” said Vicki Phillips, director of education for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, in a statement. “The clearinghouse will
play a vital role in closing this data gap, providing more clarity around student outcomes and strengthening the link between secondary
and postsecondary institutions to support greater student achievement.”

In 2003, the clearinghouse extended its StudentTracker service to high schools. Today nearly 500 high school districts, representing more
than 13 percent of U.S. high school enrollment, use the system.
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